











recent  times  on  one  hand.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the
country  with  her  young  population  and  under  new
influences  is  undergoing  fast  transformations  in  the
direction  of  urbanization.  The  roots  embedded  in
traditions; in any case; continue to operate, sometimes












prone  to  very  fast  social  changes.  Villages  had  been
diminishing in population ever since decades by literally




however,  reduces  the  importance  of  analyzing  and
understanding the villages and related social dynamics.
On the contrary, the undergoing changes render it more
necessary  to  give  attention  to  rural  sociology  studies.
Quantity―peasants somehow still represent the majority
in  Turkey―left  alone,  the  quality,  the  essence  of  the




world is  vigorous and manifold.  Firstly,  the economic
















popular  culture  “molded” throughout  centuries  on the
steps of Anatolia. Even the most elegant looking man or


































and  obvious.  Many  city-dwellers  see  only  the  rude







slums  usually  only  the  younger  generations,  having
acquired urban values, try to compete with their city peers
though they lack the necessary means. This leads them to
severe  identity  crisis.  In  the  search for  some peace of
















things  sort  of  merge  together  and  the  rest  of  Turkey
“freezes”.
Such definitions are still valid for purposes of study
but  a  village  still  preserving  its  purely  classical  and
typical  image  is  perhaps  hard  to  find  under  today’s
changing conditions.  The actual situation of Turkey is
probably closely described as a société dual in face of its

























family  has  another  rival  family  and  the  rest  of  the






liable  to  receive  the  same  penalty  as  in  the  case  of
harassment of a government official. He who violates the
herds and property of a village is penalized as in the case





as  one  and  same  administrative  topic  and  function
accordingly (Ibid).

























































spade blade at  the  cost  of  cutting his  plastic  boot  and
injuring  his  shin  bone.  Much other  information  about
snakes leaked through the conversation.
Özcan said that an open machine oil can lure snakes.




















carry  water  from  the  common  fountain.  Today  few
villages lack electricity but formerly that was a problem
too. Women usually wear colorful dresses and headscarf.
Some  carry  the  charshaf.  Men  wear  the  traditional
waistcoat (The name “headman lighter” was also coined
for  certain  press-ignite  benzene  lighters  which  never
broke down and were in circulation until twenty years).
A  casquette  (peaked  cap)  on  the  head  was  like  a





from  Keyder’s  writings,  those  were  the  times  when
villagers could not walk up the main avenues in Ankara in
their typical clothes. A professor at a certain age once said





villagers  had  done  away  with  that  hat  and  go  around
bareheaded as I witnessed in Çankırı villages 1n 1990’s.



















The  coffeehouse  is  the  center  of  the  village.
Interestingly, as a German academic travel group from
Berlin (Türkei 1980, Erfahrungen und Berichte Berliner
Lehrerstudenten:  Eine  Exkursion  von  Studenten  und
Dozenten nach Westanatolien, p. 62) observes it correctly
it  would have been more realistic  4  to call such places
‘teahouses’ rather than ‘coffeehouses’. Especially in year
1980 when they undertook the research travel,  foreign





















import coffee. Anyway, the report asserts that even the
smallest Anatolian village has at least one coffeehouse. It
is found in the very center and serves as the mid point of
social life. It pertains to males only. There men talk over
all daily happenings, politics, and various problems. The
television is  on the whole day long. The headman, the
official Islamic clergyman and the security official 5 come
in  whenever  they  have  an  announcement  to  give.
İmportant decisions are taken. It appears possible that in
case more than one coffeehouses are present, political
views play a role in the choice.
Indeed  it  is  true.  Especially  during  1950’s  when
political  partisanship  between  rivaling  Democrat  and
People’s Republican parties was paramount, coffeehouses
were divided in that basis. Other criteria may also come













Beside the coffeehouse, the central locations and the
streets are also the domain of males. Females are seen
rarely.  As  a  rule  of  thumb,  they  depend  upon  their
children’s  courier  service  to  learn  about  news  and
happenings  (Türkei  1980,  Erfahrungen  und  Berichte
Berliner Lehrerstudenten: Eine Exkursion von Studenten
und Dozenten nach Westanatolien, p.53).
 




the  written  law  in  every  day  life  aspects.  Getting  a
punctual birth certificate is a problem because the father




fact  infant  mortality  6  rate  is  high  compared  to  urban
centers and this practice saves a new confrontation with
authorities,  an  unpleasant  as  well  as  and  monetary
expense requiring task.
In  primary  schools,  even  two-three  decades  ago,
educational textbooks and magazines used to describe a
family  as  “consisting  of  father,  mother  and children”.































I  participated  in  a  famous  private  school  Istanbul,  a  certain












the  term “Dofpolizist”  meaning  village  police.  Village  security
officials have always been on scene and in all regions of Turkey.
They wear  thick  clothed  brown uniforms and uniform-hats  and
badges on their chests. This is only a semi-official appearance not
based on written directions. Rather it became customary along the
course  of  years.  They  are  not  on  any  official  payroll  but  get








shroud  in  burial.  In  Islam a  dead  child  is  considered  a  bird  of






















context,  including the national  government.  In relationships
involving non-kinsmen, a person acts much the same as he does
toward  different  kinds  of  kinsmen;  he  respects  his  elders,
advises  and  reprimands  his  juniors.  (Roberts  et  al.,  1970,
pp.168-169)
The  daughter-in-law  enters  the  father-in-law’s
household, where a lot of manual work awaits her! Pierce
(1964, p.43) narrates the following through the eyes of a
10-year-old  boy  (to  add  flavor  and  to  facilitate  the











Polygamy  is  forbidden  since  the  grounding  of  the
republic.  It  is  an exceptional practice now and mostly
pertains to far-flung eastern regions or else it occurs out
of necessity like when the wife is sick or when she can not
give birth or when a man’s brother dies  and the dead
man’s family needs to be incorporated into his household.
Polygamy is also practiced out of prestige considerations.
A rich and powerful man displays that he can afford it
and that his traditional right is more important than the
forbid imposed by the state (Kündig-Steiner, 1974, p.99).
After building the Republic,  a law was accepted in
1934 to use family names for  the first  time in history.





like Grandvizier Damat İbrahim Pahsa from Nevşehir, Ali
Pahsa from Çorlu, Muhammed Ali Pahsa from Kavala
and Officer Hakkı  Tophane  (commander of  Battleship
Nusret in Gallipoli naval wars).
Some  other  nicknames,  could  be  very  degrading
adjectives  or  could  simply  refer  to  some  physical
deformities. Example is: Lame, blind or one-eyed, side
sighted, cross-eyed, bald, miser/stingy, crazy, short, one-






(sinking)  Ârif  was  a  notorious  drinker.  Taşaklı  (with






furtively  in  accordance  with  a  Macedonian  folk  song:
“The  window blast  open,  son  Bilal,  and  the  revolver
roared!” (“Pencere açıldı Bilâl Oğlan, piştov patladı.”
Bilâl was a fierce Macedonian with a bushy moustache
and with his “archaic” revolver he had registered a few
“heroic”  incidents.  Ironically  Bilâl  had  been  a
gendarmerie  corporal  and  commanded  a  station  for  a
matter of weeks. He was younger than my grandfather,
who had attained the conscription age back in Macedonia.




small  communities.  Most  people  are  referred  to  by
nicknames instead of official last names.
 
3.   CONVENTION  VERSUS  WRITTEN-
LAW









in  Kayseri  narrated  a  case  story.  A  woman  from  the
village, an ex-migrant worker who had been in Germany









towns,  let  alone  villages.  In  the  Turkish  Law,  it  is
stipulated that any contract where deceit is involved, is
legally null and void. This statement comprises wedding






























to  ment ion  Oedipus  complexes  and  resul t ing
complications by name in a Freudian approach; but he is
fully aware of what they represent. He is a wise man. He
said  that  he  does  not  visit  his  married  daughter  so
willingly,  feeling  himself  a  burden for  the  son-in-law
though he is a polite young man respecting him. But he

























considered  for  facilitating  the  issue  of  comparison.
However in actuality it is known that almost every mode
of production almost everywhere is commercialized at




assets  production  and  the  world  surrounding  it  are
determined with respect to the capitalistic patterns.
Indeed, as an American scholar expresses it, a peasant
community differs from an isolated Indian tribe, a band of
Australian Bushmen, or a former Polynesian island in
that  it  is  not  self-sufficient.  They  exist  in  intimate
relationships  with  crowded  centers.  Peasants  are
primarily farmers and sometimes artisans 7 as well. They
produce food and material items for clothing and tools.
But they depend on town markets to sell surplus produce
and buy items they can not fabricate. Kroeber aptly calls





cheese  in  breakfast  and  casually  said  “how come you
devour such food so eagerly? Aren’t you a country boy?





The  self-contained  closed  nature  of  the  economic
system of a village favors exchange of goods rather than a
purchase in money. A service is also paid in goods rather
than  in  cash.  I  remember  the  novel  To  Kill  a
Mockingbird. In one episode of the county physician is
mentioned to receive a bushel of potatoes etc. from his
patients  instead  of  money  (The  plot  evolves  in  rural
Alabama  in  1930’s).  Elia  Kazan  also  gives  a  similar
account  in  a  partly  biographical  novel8  of  his  (1969,
p.668) a small American town in Connecticut. The hero of
7 Of course only certain artisanship may pertain to peasantry. One






Leather-processing survived in the city Afyon. Traveler Evliya
Çelebi reports a hundred such shops in the city in his day. Those
shops need much water and are situated near public baths. They
provide clean leather for further use by saddlers, and light leather
shoe makers. Goat hair spinners are also putting up a fight to live
on as inferred from Arsoy (2004, p.383).













































produce  or  incrementally  as  he  makes  excursions  to
weekly fair markets in towns to sell smaller items (Ibid.,
p.34).





my former  tailor  shop apprentice  days―the shop was
always  bursting  with  customers  during  the  harvest

















As  Tütengil  (1955-1956,  p.38)  notes  in  Keçiller
village of Altıntaş-Kütahya the fee of the village barber is
paid  annually  in  terms  of  cereals  as  agreed  upon
unanimously by all villagers beforehand.
Though the overwhelming majority of villages rely on
agriculture  as  subsistence;  coastal  villages  engage  in
fishing.  Forest  villagers  collect  permitted  timber.  In
Aydın-Bergama  villages  they  go  collect  cones  from
peanut pines, which are tall trees. Peasants climb trees and













Burdur talks about the sheep raising. Flat tailed sheep are
good for meat; sheep with S-shaped tails are good for
milk. They are cropped once a year (in Tefenni twice a
year). Goat keeping is also common. Where the landscape
permits (like in certain villages) on the day of washing (to
improve the quality  of  the wool  before cropping)  they
block a stream in a manner lo let form a pool of water.
Then the shepherds dip themselves in water up to the neck
and drive the herd forward. The sheep must swim. This is




families  tend  to  do.  For  this  reason,  many  objects
considered  antiquated  in  cities  are  in  full  service  in






general  and  one  night  after  treating  his  girl  friend  to
dinner  he  can’t  help  saying  “with  this  price  a  whole
platoon  of  soldiers  could  be  fed”.  (As  checked  from
internet,  the  original  title  is  “Top Secret  Affair”.  The


























16) rightly claims that when closely examined, the poverty
culture is seen to possess a socio-psychological quality
besides depending on economical grounds. He says it is
easy to overcome poverty but it is not so easy to overcome
the culture of poverty. I remember that journalist Engin
Ardıç  years ago mentioned on the TV screen about the



















lost  his  father  and  inherited  his  share  of  the  land.  He
rented it to his former friend.
The friend got to like tilling this prosperous field. He
got  to  like  it  too  much.  (A  newly-coined  and  very
meaningful Turkish verb is “yerimsemek”; it originates
from the noun “yer”, place, and is a verb. One gets to like
an  entrusted  or  somehow  temporarily  appropriated






But  never  expect  to  get  the  titres  des  propriété.  The
bottom line is hereby thus drawn and that’s it!” But one
day the friend found him in the city. He had a lump sum














two-storey  house  was  towering  over  in  a  corner.  The
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Appendix: Some Vısual Materıal
 
Figure 1
A Talisman Allegedly Good for Expelling the Harmful
Effects of Evil Eyes (Scanned by the Author―S.Ç.)
 
Figure 2




A Common Market Deception Had Been “Cutting”
Genuine  Coffee  by  Powdered  Chickpeas  (Nohutlu
Kahve).  Thus,  Many Coffee-Addicts  Used to  Grind
Their Own Coffee Beans in Hand Mills, to Escape the
Possibility of Drinking Impure Coffee. Even Though
Such Hand Mills Had Long Ago Fallen Into Oblivion
in  City  Centers,  They  Are  Still  Available  in  Some
Village Houses, in Accordance With the Traditional
Principle  of  a  Frugal  Life  Style,  Which  Is  Almost
Totally  Indifferent  to  and  Even  Frightful  of  New
Consumption Modes. Moreover; “Rituals” Pertaining
to Coffee Are so Important That Even the Family of a
Suitor (Gentleman-Caller) Initially Judges a Would-
Be Bride’S Worth as a Housewife, From Her Sheer









Relativity in Evaluation: Today’s Turkey May Appear Quite Modern When Viewed From the Angle of Many
Peripheral Countries. However, the Same Turkey May Still Be Perceived as a Basically Peasant-Like Land By
Some Circles in Western Europe, for Instance (Drawn by the Author― S.Ç.)
 
Figure 5
An Elderly Aegean Woman Getting Off the Train at a
Village Station (Photo: Author─S.Ç)
 
Figure 6
Peasant  Men at  Kırkpınar  Oil-Wrestling Festivities










A Thresher (Batteur) Now Used Only as a Decoration
in a Café (Photo: Author─S.Ç)
 
Figure 8
A Sheep-Herd Shepherd From a Village of the Town
of Meriç (Photo: Author─S.Ç)
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